We would like to draw your readers' attention to an innovation information and communications technology project from the Otago region of New Zealand. The School of Nursing and School of Midwifery at Otago Polytechnic, Dunedin, New Zealand saw potential to work with an existing local organisation (OtagoNet) that was using video conferencing for high school educational purposes within the rural Otago region. With the equipment and infrastructures already established as part of the OtagoNet project, an ideal opportunity was provided to pilot educational and professional support among rural nurses and midwives within this region (Fig 1) .
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OtagoNet is an innovation information and communications technology project, based around the concept of video We suggest that communication among people at a physical distance from each other is not compromised but made dynamic and effective by using this technology. Rural practitioners can then develop a relationship with other colleagues (at a distance) for networking, personal and professional support and ongoing development. We are
